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How two former CIA agents, turned mercenaries, ran a
course in terrorism for Libyan strongman Muammar
Khadafy. With tons of arms and explosives, and a small
cadre of other Americans like themselves, they hatched a
scheme that some of the participants believed was all part of
a CIA-backed plot. Whoever the sponsors were, the tale
reveals a new breed of American soldiers of fortune who sell
their special skills to enemies of the United States.
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By Stephen Kurkjian
and Ben Bradlee

laGreenBem.he'w:uacFm-

the wheel, they drove about twenty
miles south of their luxury, seaside ho-
tel until the sandy stretches of North
African desert gave way 10 a lush or-
ange grove. The car stopped at the end
of the grove in front of the palace of

tomed to cland assign-
ments in exotic places. But this
was differcat.

Before, whether in Southeast Asia
or the Dominican Republic, he'd al-
ways known that he was working for
the United States. But now he was in
Libya, an avowed enemy of the United
States, working for its terrorist-prone
military.

He had been in Tripoli less than 2
week when he was first taken to see
the base of operatipns for the group he
had joined. With 2nother American at

Moh d Idirss El S i, the for-
mer king of Libya, who had been
ousted in 1969 in a bloodless coup
mounted by Muammar Khadafy, the
Libyan leader.

Behind a st of locked doors in the
basement of the servants’ quarters was
located, in cffect, a small Amecrican
munitions factory, stocked with explo-
sives shipped from the United States.
There a group of Amcricans was busy
camoutlaging small bombs as lamps,
candlcs, brictcases, and ashtrays,

The Green Beret, who less than
ten days carlier had been going
through routine army drilis at Fodt
Bragy., North Carolina, was now part
of an ongoing operation which, from

1976 through at least 1979, is alleged
to have provided terrorist training and
explosives for the Libyan government.

At its simplest, this story tells how
a growing band of ics, many
of them Amcricans, are sclling their
daring and special knowledge to the
highest bidder — in this instance, the
forcey of international terrorism. But
some of the Americans involved in the
Libyan project — including the Green
Beret who was given a leave of absence
by his supcriors to take part in the op-
cration — arc convinced that the US
government knew full well what they
were doing, and may have let the pro-
jeet continue longer than it should
have. in hopes of infiltrating the inter-
national terrorist movement.  Muam-
mar Khadaty, afier all, has openly fi-
nanced such groups as the Palestine
Liberation Organization, ltalv's Red
Brivades, the Irish Republican Army,
the Japanese Red Army, Guerman's

Baader-Mcinhoff gang, and others.

There is little doubt, though. th.
this project was a scheme hatched b
two former Central Intelligence Agen
¢y (CIA) emplovees, Fdwin P. Wilo:
and Francis E. Terpil, who used thei
cxpertise 10 design 2 program tha
supplicd explosives and people to trais
terrorists in Libva.

And undereutting the participants
speculation that the United State
sanctioned Wibson's and Terpil's a.
tivities is the tact that when one of (k.
tirst. Americans recruited for the Lis
van atfaic informed the CIA of the op
cration in Sepeember 1976, the az
notified the FRL Yet the oper
continued at least until lare Decemin
1979, according to a federal investiga
tors” reporr, more than three vears
atter the FBL investization was be

Up to that point, otficals now ai
tege that the following had taher
place:
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® More than twenty Americans,
including five former CIA emplovees,
a Green Beret on lcave, five ex-Green
Berets, five former army explosives ex-

State Department. The Libyans will-
ingly paid the enormous, marked-up
prices that theic American suppliers

b

perts, and two civilian naval engineers
were flown to Libya to perform a wide
variety of support activities for Kha-
dafy’s military.

® Some of the Americans were put
to work camouflaging terrorist bombs
while others trained Libvan comman-
dos in evervthing from bomb detona-
tion to parachute jumping.

® Millions of doilars worth of
military hardware, including twenty-
five th d ds of explosives and

charged for the hard

In addition, Wilson's work with
Khadafy led to an unsuccessful at-
temp to plot the assassination of a for-
mer member of Khadafy’s Revolution-
ary Council and an aborted d

only, “That’s a smoking pot,”.and re-
fused to elaborate.

pset that his mission in Libya
nvolved uaining terrorists, the
Green Beret quit the operation
a month after he arrived. He returned
home and told his military superiors

attack on a French compound in
Chad, Libya's neighbor to the south.

Last spring., Terpil and Wilson
were indicted by a federal grand jury
in Washington in connection with
theic Libyan dealings. Neither man

a gmund-co-air Redeve missile. were
contracted for shipping to Libya with-
out the required approval of the US

ppeared at-the trial and both are be-
lieved to have fled the country. A third
man, Jerome S. Brower, head of 2 Cali-
fornia explosives supply firm, was also

d in the Libyan sch He

what was piring. But many of the
other Americans staved on in Libya
for months, even years, after he left.

While it has obviously been em-
barrassing for the United States to ad-
mit that its former agents may_have
been involved in miliary activities
supporting Libya, even more troubling
to the State Department is what
Americans may still be doing in Libya
today.

At present, according to State De- |
partment intclligence, there are more ;
than a dozen, and perhaps as many as !
fifty, Americans in Libya providing !
military support to the guvernment. |
State Department sources are unsure if |
these Americans were recruited by |
Wilson or Terpil. but they fear that !
some Americans may have had a hand ;
in training the Libvan commandos be-
lieved responsible tor last vear's execu-
tion of cleven Libyvan eniles living in
Europe.

Potentially more damaging is (hz!
indicacion from State Department
sources that the Libvans have sudden- !
ly shown a “certain sophisticated

Continaed ox page 32 |

pleaded guilty to a conspiracy charge
1 December and was given a five-year
prison term, fined $5000, and put on
probation for three years. According
to the terms of the sentence, Brower
must serve four rionths of the prison
term immediately, with the remainder
suspended if he does not violate the
terms of his probation.

At Brower's sentencing, the feder-
al prosecutor said the grand jury’s de-
liberations on the case are continuing,
and it is known that more indictments
are expected. One matter being investi-
gated is the sale of forty thousand

ds of plastic explosives to Libya.
b ding to the pr , the sale
was one of the largest such shipments
ever made by a private American com-
pany to a foreign government.

Terpil could not be located for an
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Wilson, reached by phone

in Tripoli, would sav only that he is
“an American businessman here on
business”; he refused to speak about
his past or present dealings in Libya.
Asked if the US government had been
in any way involved in the activities

-

for which he was indicted. Wilson said

A

Map: Deb Perugi: Photogriphs: Khadaly by the Assﬁcla:ﬂ Press: Terpil by Rudy Maxa:

castle by Acme/Allyn Baum. Brower by the Progress Bullet:n: Wilson by the Woack nator Fost
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TERRCRISM

Continued from page 15

awareness of US intelligence
capabilities and the nature of
US operations worldwide.” It
is another indication thas US-
trained mercenarics are selling
their skills and knowledge
abroad.

Some federal investigators
now believe that Wilson's and
Terpil’s alleged role in assist-
ing terrorist activities in Libya
is not unique. The problem of
the involvement of Americans
in supporting international
terrorists ‘‘is much greater

‘than recognized,” according

to two investigators in the
case. On the first page of their
confidential report on the Lib-
n case, a copy of which has
n made available o 7he
Globe, the officials wrote:
“The United States, in ef-
fect, has become 2 major sup-
plier of [milirary] hardware
and technology in support of
worldwide terrorism. Former
Central Intelligence A
ersonnel, military special
rces personnel and US cor-
porations combine to supply
products and expertise to
whomever can pay the price.
“Libya, the Tecipient in
this case, publicly admits that
it gives training, weaponry
and funding to terrorist orga-
nizations throughout the

fired in 1971, reportedly for
failing to keep the low profile
expected of CLA agents,
Later, a5 a businessman.
Terpil spevialized in selling
electronic sceurity hardware to,
international customers, work-
ing out of Washington offivc
space given him by Wilson. Ia
1977, he started a company
that sold automobile immobi-
lizers (“Denver hoots™) to sex-
eral communities. includin
two hundred and fifty to Bos-
on. Despite such legitimaze
dealings. however, federal in-
vestigators and vne former as-
sociate contend that Terpil
spent much, if not most, of his
time as an intcrnational arms
merchant ’

Terpil became
associated with
another of the
world's despots
— Idi Amin.
L e

One of the fruits of doing
business with Libya, at least
as far as Terpil is concerned.
was that it led to a lucrative
association with another of
the world's despots, Uganda's
Idi Amin. Introduced to Amin
through contacts in Tripoli.

world. ... From the p
tive: of the current investiga-
tion, the extent of the prob-
lem appears to be much great-
er than recognized and is com-
pounded by. conflicting agen--
7y jurisdictioaal responsiiil-
ities.”

ilson and Terpil
were an unlikely
pair for a business

partnership. Their back-
grounds, business contacts,
and styles of living were al-
most exactly opposite.

Terpil, 41, was born in
Brooklyn and retained the
tough look and swagger of
the New York streets. He was
partial to turtlenecks and
Jeans, worn a bit too tight for
his pudgy body. He boasted of
his work for the CIA, and al-
though some peopic knew he
was lying, Terpil would al-
lude to covert operations in
Latin America as if he had
participated in them.

But by most accounts,
Terpil was actually one of the
ageney’s lesser lights. Accord-
ing to sources, he repaired
cryptographic (code-breaking)
radio equipment until he was

Terpil soon began helping
him ire arms, explosi
and other exotic military
hardware designed to consoli-
date his grip over Uganda.

US authorities have one
contract stam “'S~crer,”
found in Anun’s files after he )
was overthrowa, which shows
that Terpil sold Uganda $3.2
million worth of equipment in
August 1977, Much of the
equipment was the same ty,
supplied to Khadafy in Libya,
including explosives, tape re-
corders disguised in attache
cases, remote controlled radio
detonators, a fifty-six-track
telephone monitoring system.
photo surveillance equipment.
and a variety of interrogation
devices.

The contract also prom-
ised to train Amin’s hand-
picked forces in the use of ex-
plosives, counterintelligence.
psychological wartare, sabo-
tage, and cspinnngv:.

Last August, just before
he was due to stand trial on
separate charge< in New York
— that hc and another assoct
ate tried to scll ten thousand
machine guns 1o two under-
cover New Vark City detee-
tives posing as Latin’ Ameri-

S
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can revolutionaries — Terpil
asked his African friend for a
favor.

He telephoned Amin at
the Intercontinental Hotel in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, as pant
of 2 bizarre plan to enlist the
former dictator’s help in win-
ning the release of the Ameri-
can hostages in Iran. Terpil,
hoping to gain leverage to
deal with the various charges
against him, told Amin that
Andrew Younyg, the former
US ambassador to the United
Natioas, and John West, the
current US envoy to Saudi
Arabia, were ready to assist

initia-

ment.
Sometime in 1971, Wilson
left the CIA and spent five
years working for the US
Navy’s Task Force 137, a
highly secret spy group cre-
ated to carry on covert oper-
ations internationally. The
unit conducted some “of the
nation’s most delicate intelli-
gence assignments during the
sixties and seventies. In 1971,
for example, Task Force 157
set up the communications
network for Henry Kissinger's
secret visit to China.
Wilson’s work involved
running one of the four or five

But Amin was unable to
deliver, and on the eve of his
September 4 trial in New
York, Terpil fled the country.

olike Terpil, Wilson
rarey spoke of his past
work jor tae agency.
He valued his privacy and let
few who knew him into his
ce.

An impesing figure stand-
ing abeut six feet, five inches
wil and weighing two hun-
dred and fortvy pounds, Wil-

Wasaingron manners. A
member of the capital’s gen-

Geargetown and Universi-
ty clubs. 2e fit in comfortably
withh congressmen, business-
men, and Peotagon and CIA
executives, rpany of whom he
inviterl out 10 lis $6 million,
three-thousand-acre northern

p (*“proprietaries™)
used to pay agents in the field

and ship support equipment’

to them.

But Wilson apparently
felt no compunction about
cashing in on the contacts and
leads he picked up working
for the government. While be-
in id by Task Force 157,
hego;nlex a thriving export
brokerage business out of a
suite of offices in the same pri-
vately owned Washington
building that houses the State
Department’s passport bureau.

Wilson's involvement
with the task force was sud-
denly terminated, however, in
April 1976, when he indis-
creetly approached Admiral

Ray Inman, then direc-
tor of Naval Intelligence, with
a business proposition: If In-
man would channel navy con-
tracts to Wilson’s private com-
pany, Wilson would lobby his

Virgino cstate for a weekend
of hantrg, h:reheck riding,
and barbecues.

Borz in ldaho, the 52-
year-old Wilson graduated

the University of n
in Portland in 1951 and
served as 2 marine in Korea.
After the war he went to
Washirgton and, some time
later, began work for the CIA.

While Wilson's exact du-
ties with the CIA are not
known, two independent
sources familiar with his work
identified two important co-
vert operations that he was in-
volved with during the sixtics:
the sprawling. post-Bay of
Pigs, anti-Castro operation
based in Miami and code-
named JM Wave; and the
scarch for the Cuban revolu-
tionary lcader Che, Guevara in
Bolivia in 1967.

Whiic with the CLA, Wil-
son sct up a private consulting
company with a friend that
did millions af dollars worth
of shipping for the US Agency
for International Develop-

g to assist
‘umun ia having Coagress ap-
prove his bud%u requests. In
addition, Wilson proposed
that Inman consider disband-
ing Task Force 157 as it was
then structured and set up 2
new operation with Wilson in
charge.

.. According to federal offi-
cials, Inman, who went on to
become director of the Nation-
al Security Agency before re-
cently accepting President
Reagan’s appointment as de;
uty director of the CIA, was
“astounded” by Wilson's pro-
posals. He immediately in-
tormed the FBI of the conver-
sation, ordered that Wilson be
fired from Task Force 157,
and. a short time later, suc-
cessfully recommended that
the entire organization be dis-
solved.

business. the ditference be-
tween profic and loss otten
depends on the clout and con-
Continued on page 34
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Continuec from page 33 :

tacts of one’s associates. Wil- l
son surrounded himself with-;
many people who had buth.
Among his business associates
were high-ranking, retired
Pentagon officers such as Air
Force General Robert Rich-
ardson 3d. General Joseph |.
Cappucci, former director of
special investigations for the |
US Air Force, and Robert
Keith Gray. a well-known
Washington lobbyist who
most recently served as co-
chairman of Ronald Reagan’s
Inauguration Committee.

Since 1972, Consultants
International, one of Wilson's
companies, has been licensed
by the State Departmenit's Of-
fice of Muaitions Control
(OMC) to =xport arm. wnd
other military bardware to
foreign countries. A former
employee of the company said
that during his four vears
with the company, from 1972
until 1976, he applied for and
received “dozens” of permits
to allow shipments of muni-
tions to foreign countries. But
the former employee, who

ed not 10 be identified,
could not recall seeking any

¢ permits for munitions  ship-

ments to Libva. and a spokes-
man for OMC said all such
records arc confidential.

However, another tormer
associate recalled thatin 1677
Wilson sold Libva the parts
neccssur}‘ o construct onc
thousand nizht vision scopes
for ritles. cach costing mure
than S30un. Alo. Wikwn re-
ceived a muyltimillion-dollar
contract to provide Libva with
military unirgrms, belts. barcle
jackets. boats! canteens. and
sea rations. Spme of the goods
are still beng supplied o
Tripoli, the former associate
said. . :

ccord}ng 10 reports
done by the US Bu-
reau of Alcohol, To-

bacco and Firearms as well as
numerous interviews with
both federal cfficials and par-
ticipants in the Libvan oper-
ation. the scheme began in the
spring of 1976, when Terpil
and Wilson traveled to Pomo-
na, California, 10 meet with
Brower. who, besides being a
federally licensed explosives
manutacturer. was also a
member of a congressional ex-
plosives advisory panel. ’
Brower, 61, agreed in
Cowtinsed on page 37
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Continued :zom page 34

principle to supply Terpil and
Wilson with the explosives
they needed to satisfv a con-
tract with the Libyan govern-
ment. auchorities assert.

Federal investigators as-
scrt that it was through Ter-
pil’s contacts in Britain thac
the Libyan deal was obtained.
Terpil, who owns a town
house in London. was intro-
duced at a party to Khadafy's
cousin Sayid Khadafy, then
the chief buver of sophisticat-
ed electronic equipment for
the Libyan army.

Within two weeks of that
meéting., Terpil contacted
Wilson about his negotiations
with Sayid Khadafy, and the
two set to work on supplying
Libya’s military equipment

The explosives
for Libya were
in drums labeled

"'Industrial i
Solvent.”

L ]
and tminin‘f needs, investiga-
tors contend.

Copies of the Terpil-Wil-

son 1 to Libva, now in
the l?’Cp::::soﬁcm of federal offi- |
cials, state that the project was |
t0 be kept a tight secret. The |
“cover” agreed upon was thar |
the Americans would be clear- |
ing away old ‘Vorld War [ |
land mines under a contract to |
one of the major oil compan- |
ies doing exploratory drilling
in Libya,

“A team of explosives ord-
nance experts would obviously :
be emploved in this [mine
clearing) capacity,” the pro-
posal stated. “These same
American] experts would be |

. simultancously training selec- |
bo. |

tive students in covert sal :
tage operations emploving the
latest techniques of clandes- |
tine cxplosives ordnance. As
the cover operation would be
in the interest of public safety.
alt reyuired material from the -
manulactucers of special de-
vices would be expurted on .
the same licenses as the mine
clearing material. ... 3 !
“After a siv-month pro-
gram ot intense training, the
:l_ih\.m_! student waould be
cmi_iplc:ri_v capable and com- 1
petent in the design. manutac- |
ture and implementation and |
detonation of cxplosive  de-
vices effectively used in con-

Approved For Release 2008/09/11 : CIA-RDP04-00312R001001800075-2
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junction with the psycholoyi-
cal/espionage/ wartare activi-
ties,” 1t read,

The equipment that the
proposal specified Libva
should purchase for the train-
ing program included five
hundred  ch 1 el

e

timers, designed to trigyrer ex-
plosives at anv point from one
minute 0 one vear, as well as
a laundry list of high-powered
cxplosives. :

On August 13, 1976, Ter-
pil, Wilson, Brower, and sev-
eral others met in Washing-
ton at the offices of lnzenecﬁ-
nology, Inc, a new Terpil-
Wilson company. There, offi-
cials allege, the three formally
agreed to ship quantities of
explosives 1o Libya without
securing the requisite State
Department approval. Au-
thorities refer to this session as
the conspiracy meeting.

The sune dav, Brower’s
company in California, J. S.
Brower and Associates,
shipped the first load of explo-
sives (o Tripoli. Thev were
packed in black, ﬁﬁy—ﬁve—gal-
lon drums marked “Industrial
Solven:.™

A short time later. Wilson
and Terpil began sending re-
cruits to Libya to implement
the personael training and ex-
plonve manufacturing provi-
sions of their agreement with
Khadafv. Among them were
John H. Harper, a retired C1A
ordmance technician, and his
son, foha Jr., both of Virginia,
who helped set up the explo-
vve mznufacuring plant in
the Libyan palace complex.
Later, the vounger Harper
twid investigators that during
his three-week stay in Libya,
for which he was paid $7000,
he constructed twenty-five
concealed bombs.

However, he said he and
his father abandoned the proj-
et because they “knew [the
bombs] were for terrorist use
and innocent lives would be
iost.” .
Douglas M. Schlacter of
Upperville. Virginia, a friend
and business associate of Wil

i son’s, was also recruited dur-

my the carly stages of the op-
cration, but unlike the
Hurpers, he remained in Lib-
vi. tor the most part acting as
Wiken and, Terpil's go-be-
taemn with the other Ameri-
€any s they arrsed
Alw in Auzust of 1974,
Termsh and Kevin P. Malea-
hes. a tormer CLA intelligence
analyst hired by Wilson, flew
to London to mcet at the Lib-
Continued on page 33
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TERACRISA
Ccntinuad trom page 37

yan embassy there with repre-
sentatives of Khadafy. At this
meeting, Mulcahey later told
investigators, Terpil agreed 1o
provide Libva with more mili-
tary hardwace, including at
least one Redeve surface-to-air
missile. The Libvans said the
weaponry would be used to
*“eliminate certain enemies” of
the Libyan government.

One such enemy was
Umar Abdullah Mubayshi, a

senior member of the ruling
Libyan Revolutionary Council
whe had detecred to Egypr in
1973 ateer alleged!y leading a
tailed plot to overthrow Kha-
dafy. According to federal
prosecutors, the Libvan gov-
ernment retuined Terpil and
Wilson to put out a 31 mil-
liun contract tor the assassina-
tion of’ Muhayshi.

To this end. Wilson
i sought out three Cuban expa-
| triates living in Miami and
i asked them if they would take
part in an assassination. The

Cubans had worked as con-
tract agents for the CIA in the
past, but they became suspi- '
cious that the plan was not
sanctioned by the CIA and
turned down the offer.
Apparently dissatisfied
with the explosives manutac-
turing done in Libva by the
Harpers, Wilson prevailed |
upon Brower to recruit other
operatives who would be in-
terested. Brower found four
men, all from the West Coast.
Two of them, Robert E. Swal-
low and Dennis J. Wilson.

were enyineers assigned to the
China Lake Naval Weapons
Station, a. remote installation
in Calitornia’s Mojave Desert
that conducts top-secret re-
search in the development of
new weapons systems for the
United States.

Swallow and Wilson took

leaves from China Lake to yo |

w0 Libvx. When their work
was done in Libva, they re-
turned to their jubs at China
Lake.

Another of the West |

recruits, who agreed to

Coast
leph interview on the

BICETE N P

McCloskey products avarlaz:

[

condition that his name not be
used, said he went to Libya as
a favor to Brower and because
he thought he was participat-
ing i::gClA oper::r:n. How-
ever, nothing explicitly indj-
cating agency involvement
was mentioned to him.

“They [Terpil and "Wil-
son] said not to worry, use
tiey had it covered,” the re-
cruit said.

After being briefed by
Wilson in Washington, the
group flew to Libya, where
they were quickly ushered
through-customs, without visa
or baggage inspection, and
checked into a luxury hotel on
the shore of the Mediterra-
nean.

A few days later, Douglas
Schlacter picked the four up
and drove them to what he
said would be their operations
center, the palace of the for-
mer king. For their Ppurposes,
Schlacter said, the palace
would be code-named Swance.

The palace vas a two-ste-
ry domed building built
around an open courtyard
with a fountain. It had a love-
Iy state dining room and en-
tertainment area. Many of the
walls were siill covered with
paintings of seascapes.

But despite the trappings
of opulence, the building ap-
peared slightly disheveled, as

if the palace statl’ had left sud-
denly during the 1969 coup
and never returned. The
rooms were largely empry ex-
cept for cots, where the Lib-
van soldicrs who watched the
buildiny slept. The long din-

;ing room tble, which had

once held stare dinners, was
now being used by the soldiers
as a giant ironing buard tor
their trousers. The grounds
were unkanpt.

Adjoining the paluce was
a smaller building. which had
been the servants’ quarters.
This was where the Ameri-
cans actually built the bombs.
Schlacter called it “the shop."

“There were explosives Iy-
ing all over the place." the
West Coast recruit recalled.
“Timers, blasting caps, atta-
che case bombs, lamps, ash-
trays — all in various sta
of completion. It looked like
our prerecessors har l+ft in a
hurry.’

Under the watchful eye of
several Libyan bodyvguards,
the four went to work assem-
bling an explosives workshop,
ordering nceded equipment
and then constructing several
“dummy” bombs. On several
occasions their work was in-
spected by Libyan intelligence
oE?ials. who identified gl::u:-
selves as Khadafy's personal
representatives.

As for Terpil, Wilson, and
Brower, cach made a few visits
to Tripoli during the time he
was there, according to the
source. He said Wilson offered
him a raise and asked him to
stay on, kut he decline 3. After
three months, he had had
more than enough and
couldn’t wait to get home.

‘1 regret the whole
thing,” the West Coast recruit
said. “I wished I'd never heard
of Wilson and Terpil. ... I
think they're out plowing up
a whole bunch of cash and not
afraid of who they have to

centers and hardware stores
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step on o do it ... But there's still a
qaestion inma mind as o the role of
S CEAL Noone's ever answered that
auestion. How do vou chech out sunie
’ ke that® Even @ vou ask the

ant people. ).uu.rr woing 1o get the |
wrony answer.

TN
wrong with said the Green Beret,
who agréed 1o an interview recemly

. on the condition that his name v ix
revealed. “They sad it was egal and -

abovebuird und 1o go ahead and pur-
sue it Lassumied that they meant fwas
goiny w do a job for the [C1A ;. | laid

i out the story 1o a colonel, and he said

won atier the bomb construction |
S proyram was under way, Walson

and Terpil began recruiting
Americans to train Lilnan commandos
in military tactics, including how to
use the bombs.

According to_the federal reports,
on the evening of July 21, 1977, Luke
F. Thompson, a Green Beret master
sergeant at Fort Bragg. received 2
phone call in his Fayetteville, North
Carolina, home from a man identify-
ing himself as Pat Loomis.

Loumis and another man, it turns
out, had been fired from the CIA by
agency director Stansfield Turner less
than three months before for allegediv

“Then he started
peeling off hundrec-
dollar bills and
handing thein out

. ”
like green stamps.
SRR,
assisting Wilson in buying expiosive
devices bound for Libya, devices tiax
could only legally be purchased by the |
US rovernment.

I a telcphone interview with Tze
Globe recently, Loomis, who now lives |
in Ireland, conceded that he was sdil ;
drawing the final wecks of bis G
termination pay when he calied !
Thompson in Fayerteville. But in a9~ |
proaching Thompson. he said, ke was !
acting on Wilson's behalf. not che
agency's.

Thompson later told federal -
thorities that Loomis asked him if he
would be available to recruit and head
a four-man team to undertake an as- !
signment_overseas for which Speciat {
Forces skills would be required. Loo- |
mis said that details of the assignment |
would have to be discussed outside the 1

i

United States, because to do so in tais
country might be illegal. Thompson
azreed to consider the proposal.

The fotiowing day. Thomp-won |
called Loomis to say that he and a
sroup of tour ex-Green Berets he had
presiceusly served with would be avail- H
sile. Loomis asked to meet Thompeon
ard his team at the Faverteville Shera-
ton Hotel.

Betore this mecting, one of the re- |
cruizs. nervous that Loomis might be
an agent provocatenr acting on behalf
of a hostle forcign power. informed
military intelligence officials at Fort

of the overture.  §

T was told they had cheched the

operation out and there was nothing |

to me, ‘You're workiny for the agen-
ov.” So when | went to Libva, as far as
1 was concerned, | was working for the
US government.”

To partivipate in the project, the
Green Beret asked for and was imme-
diatly granted a thirty-day leave by his
superiors. .

The group assembled at the Fay-
ctteville Sheraton, and Loomis led
them up to his room. Turning on the
television at maximum volume to
thwart any listening devices, Loomis
introduced Kenneth E. Conklin, 2
Washington attorney who, he ex-
plained,.was along to answer any legal
questions that might arise. Loomis and
Conklin loosened upthe group a bit by
mentioning that they, too, had served
in the Special Forces.

Recalls the Green Beret source:
“Loomis began by saying: ‘My name
is Pat Loomis I'm with the CIA.
Tve just come out of deep cover in the
aircrafe. industry in Indonesia. I don't
know any of you people. One man
here {Thompson] has been thoroughly
investigated. 1 don’t know the rest of
vou and 1 don’t want to know you.'
Then, looking at Thompson, he said,
“If you fall flat on your face, it will be
vour fault because you picked your
own rezm.” .

Loomis told the men they would
be paid $4300 a month plus a $15,000
bonus at the end of the vear. He would
provide no further details of the mis-
sion, insisting that that information
would have 10 be given outside the
country.

“Then he surted peeling off hun-
dred-dollar biils and handing them out
Ike green stamps. . . . It was supposed
0 be our expense n.cney. Som.e of tic
guvs had come in from out of state,
but the money more than covered ex-

A few days later the group went to
Washington, where 2 woman, who
turned out to be Loomis’ wife, took
them to apply for new passports,

" which would have no record of prior

travel. She had them identifv their ve-

i cupation as “consultants” and sign an
i aftidavit authorizing her to pirk up

the passports. Within 2 few hours she
returned to the Quality Inn with the
passports. Inside each one was $1000
in cash but no visus. according to the
source.

It was not until the following
morning. when Pat Loomis handed
them their plane tichets. that the
Green Berets learncd they were bound
for Tripoli, via Zurich. Loomis said
they™would have no trouble spotting

Continued on page U
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TERRCRISM

Continusd from page 39

their contact because he was a
tall man who would be wear-
ing a red suit and a gold Ro-
lex watch. At the Zurich air-
port, Ed Wilson was instantly
recognizable to them.

\Wilson said that while in-

Libva their salary could cither
be paid through a Swiss bank
account or through one of his
one hundred and four com-
panies. Paying taxcs was their
business. Concerned that they

' would be involved in military

work, the Green Berets were
assured that they would be
covered by a life insurance
policy and would receive hos-
pitzl'u.uion “‘anywhere vou
want.” the Green Beret said.

“Then he suggested it
would be best to reduce noth-
ing to writing. He said he
knew that if he welched, we'd
hunt hi:n down and ki'l "im,
just like he'd do to us,” the
Green Beret recalled.

Wilson remained vague
about their assignments in
Tripoli, referring them, as was
his habit, to Schlacter for de-
tails.

The Green Beret source
said his group was met in Lib-

va bv Abdul Kununi. who
identitivd himselt’ as the Trip-
oli representative of Delex In-
ternativnal Corporation, a
Washington companv ot
which Schlacter was a direc-
tor. In a matter of minutes.
Kanuni presented the group
with Libvan visas and escorted
them past customs.

“Kanuni and his facher.
who had been a general in the
army under King dirss, han-
dled all the explosives coming
in and out of Libva." the
source said. “When he took
me to his office later. [ saw
every explosive known to
man.”

Climbing into 3 Mercedes.
the group was taken to “the
intelligence ministry,” where
they were introduced to the
chief of Libvan intelligence,
Abdul Senussi, also a member
of the country’s Revolutionary
Council.

Over riint rea, Senussi be-
gan telling the Americans ot a
problem he had with Egvpr.
A group of about eight hun-
dred Egyptian soldiers had ap-
parently crossed the border
nto Libva and had to be driv-
en back. He was intereted in
any US expertise on how best

Continued ox page 42
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to accomplish this. Senussi
suggested the Americans de
visc a gas that could put the
Egyptians to sleep. When the
Americans politely scoffed at
this idea, Senussi abruptly
ended the meeting.

Kanuni checked the Green
Berets into a plush, beachfront
hotel, where all their accom-
modations had been prepaid
by the Libyan government.
They were given a list of
stores at which they could
simply sign for anything they
wanted. Cars were made avail-
able, and they were giveu Lib-
yan driver’s licenses. Guards
with machine guns were sta-
tioned outside their hotel
room doors.

wo davs later, Schlacrer

reappeared at the hotet,

seemingly in a hurry.

He ordered the p to get

ready quickly for another
ith S
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iven the opposing
world views of Wash-
ington and Tripoli, it

isorunl'm that, in a case in-
ving charges that Ameri-
led weaponry to
Libys and trained its nrro~
ists, no indictments were
handed up until more than
three years after the CIA and
the FBI first learned of such
activities.

The explanations are var-
ied, ranging from complaints
of bureaucratic inertia, juris-
dictional conflicts, and even
incompetence, to the more se-
rious allegation, made by
some participants.in the oper-
ation, that the investigation
proceeded slowly becausc the
affair somehow involved the
CIA.

The casc was referred to
the US Auorney’s office in
Washington for prasecution
in early 1978, more than a
vear after the FBI's investiga-
tion commenced. Not until :
two years later were indict- |
ments returned. An FBI l
spokesman abd vestigators
who worked on the case re-
fused to comment i

Although aspeas of the |
case involving explosives fell |
within the jurisdiction of the
[ =

telligence chief. Waiting out-
side was a carload of other
Americans, most of them re-
tired army explosives experts
who had worked for Explo-
sive Ordnance Disposal (EOD)
detachments in the service.

This group of about a half
dozen had also been recruited
through Brower from the
Woest Coast and came to be
known among the Americans
in Li!.:»ya simply as “the EOD
men.

The Americans filed into
a conference room at the Min-
istry of Trade, the Green Be-
ret source remembers. The
EOD men sat on one side of a
long table, the Green Berets
on the other. After a time,
Senussi walked in.

He passed pencils and
blank sheets of paper to each
of the men and asked them to
write down their professional
qualifications. Senussi sifted
through their responses and
put them into two piles. The

'EOD men, he announced,

would build explosives. He

-;‘3“
oML N ) ‘1
LR Y

i
Hela
US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-

co and Fircarms {BATF), the
FBI never told the bureau

i =

(S AL

dismissed them from the
room.

Soon after, the EOD men
flew to the northeastern Lib-
van city of Tobruk in an
American-made  C-130,
packed with some of the cam-
ouflaged explosives they had
made. While demonstrating
the bombs, three of the
Americans were injured. and
several Libyan officers were
killed when a Libyvan soldier
accidently detonated one of
the camouflaged bombs.

Mcanwhile, Senussi direct-
ed the Green Berets to estab-
lish a terrorist training pro-
gram for Libya's commandos.

*At this point,” the Green
Beret source recalled, “it be-
came clear to me that we were
working for hostile foreign in-
telligence. It dawned on me
that | was geuting out uf
bounds. I knew I was working
for the US governiment thees,
[yet] 1 didnt sce how what |
was doing was in the national
interest. We didn't know
what we were getting into.”

@A
N

Terpil with solicitation and
. 2 2

"3
2

piracy to g
Tracking possible C1A in-
1 in the activities of

about the g In-
stead, the BATF learned of
the case during an unrelated
investigation Only then were
BATF agents able to persuade
two previously uncooperative
witnesses to testify in the Lib-

n case, revealing several key
gecs of inforngon.

As for his own handling
of the case, E. Lawrence Bar-
cella, the federal prosecutor,
said his investigation moved
slowly because he had to put
the matter ‘‘on the back
burner” while working on a
case involving the assassina-
tion of Chilean Ambassador
Orlando Letciier. “In hind-
sight, maybe | should have
passed the {Libvan; case onto
someone clse here for prosecu-
tion.” Barcella said.

Finaily returned in April
1980, the ten-count indict-
ment charzed Wilson, Terpil,
and Brower with conspiracy

and the actual shipping of ex-
piesives and munitions to Lib- ¢
va without the required ap- |
proval of the United States.
Brower was also charzed with |
making false statements to the |
grand jury, and Wilson and |

Wilson and Terpil is difficul¢
and concrete evidence is lack-
ing In the murky world of in-
teliigence, few things are cai-
tain, but several clements of
this case point to government
knowledge, il not participa-
tion; in the scheme.

Wilson, Terpil, and sever-
al other persons involyed were
former CIA employees. Two
civilian engineers conducting
top-secret research for the ClA
and other government agen-
cies were given leaves trom
their jobs at the China Lake
Naval Weapons Station in
California to go to Libva, ane
later returned to their posts
And finally, a Green Beret at
Fort Bragy was alwo given
fcave from active duty to 2o
Libva.. and mulitaey inrcth
gence personnel at the base
were thoroushiv brieted  on
the atiir at all tmes.

Since 1975, the CIA has
had o intonin Congress ot any
COVECTT 000NN Ot N unueT
tahio  Spokesmen for otk
the Seaate and House lotein
gence Comanttees eefused te
v whether ther commattees
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Concerned that they were
now totatly at the merey of
the leum whom (hw did
not trust. the source said he
and the other Green Berets
formuiated “escape and eva-
sion” plans in case they had to
get out o! the country qulcklv
Two of the contingencies, he
said, were simply to drive to
neighboring Tunisia or to
steal a boat in Libya and go to
Malra, the small Mediterra-
nean island some two hundred
and fitty miles to the north.

Because it was too soon to
leave without arousing suspi-
cion, the Green Beret source
said that he and his team
spent most of the next three
weeks in their hotel rooms

g out 2 co h
térrorist training program.
The course included instruc-
tion in Jemclitions. “;apon-
ry, techniques for raids and
aibushes. parachuung, and
boat opcrations.

Alter a month, he said, he
approached Schlacter and, cit-
ing pressing personal | business

had been informed of the ac-

tivities of Wilson and Terpil :

when thev bezan in 1976.

However,” Attorney Mi-
chael O'Neill, co~counsel for
the House Select Committee
on Intelligence, said when the
committee first learned of the
criminal investigation last
year, it asked the CL-\ wheth-
er it was involved. “We were
satisfied with :he agency's an-
swer that it was in no way in-
volvtd. O"Neill s:nd.

Davis,
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at home, twld him he would
have 'to return to the United
States. Schlacter otfered no ar-
gument and, within a few
hours, presented him wich a
round-trip airline ticket.

His Green Beret comrades
escorted him to the airport,
where he was again given VIP
treatment by Libvan otfcial-
dom before l:smg flown back
to North Carolina. His col-
leagues stayed in Libya
through 1978, training doz-
ens ot Libvan commandos
outside Bcnzhm in north-
eastern Libya.

On his return to the Unit-
ed States, the Green Beret was
extensively debriefed by mili-

Fort Bragg. Then, apparently
wanting reassurance that the
i Libvan operation was in fact
ltgmm.ue. Fort Bra offi-
cials decided to call in the
FBIL -

In a wlephone interview,
Robert k. Caverly, then 2 rs:-
dent agent for the bureau in
Favarrwlle but now retired,

, cin government, should an-
swer the question of the CIA’s
ie. 2ad he reirerated that the
Seney atier iearming of the
pair's acuivities, had informed
toe FBL “Why would thev do
har if it was their operation,
or they had part of 122" asks
co-prosecutor Carol Bruce.
The CIA's gaal of infil-
L-.-u.x-g international terrorism
is now firmly blished with-

ary intelligence personnel at.

said he told Fort Bragg mili-
tary otficials he would seek
“clarification™ from the jJus-
tice Department to determine
if it was a CIA operation. But
the clarification from Wash-
mgton never came.

“Evrn if vou work for the
FBL, it's hard to get anything
out of the CIA.” Caverly said.

The Green Beret begzn re-
ceiving anonymous tele-
phoned threats. warning him
to stop talking to the authori-
ties. As a precaution, military
oﬂ' mls moved him from Fort

o _the Naval Special

rfare Department in Little
Creek Virginia, where he
served as an “‘unconventional

warfare adviser.”
His supenors at Fort
Bragg. he sald, ordered him to

continue participating in the
operation — without return-
ing to Tripoli. Following
their instructions, the Green
Beret ag: :eed to’act as the op-
eration’s supply officer in the
United States, and he recruit-

Continued on page 44

the deals together . .. but ob-
viously . . . if they get caughr,
thev're going to have to take
the rap.

The CIA, through a
spokesman, declined all com-
ment on any role it ht
have bad in the Libyan aﬂs X
To comment, as prosecutor
Barcella put it, would place
the zgen:tv in the untenable

in the agency. A secret. but of
ficial, CIA unit called the In-
\ernasional Terrorism Group

for the Senate Selec: Intelh-

was formed in 1973, party in

ce G o
say whether the Senate com-
mittee had made any similar
inquiry to the CIA. Davis did
sav that since Wiison and Ter-
pil were not on the CIA pay-
roll at the time of their activi-
ties in Libva, the commlm.-e
was not off"ually bound to in-
vestigate the case. However, a
staff source on the committee

* said the panel +7as investigat-

ing.

Barcella cautioned against
using the CIA as a scapegoat.
“People use., misuse, and
abuswe the CLA for theie own
purpows.” he said. “Sure, the
agency has been involved in
nefarious and draconian gac-
tivities over the vears. But the
CIA s 100 o plame tor everv-
thing ™~

He said the fact that Ter-
pil ard Wiken were indicted
tor bein 2 azents of the Libyan
gorernment. not the Ameri-

resy to the CIA’s convic-
tion, formed after the massa-
cre of Israeli athletes at the
1972 Olympics. that terrorism
was the evil of the future.

One source, intimately fa-
miliar with the personnel and
workings of the intelligence
community, said the CIA
“aeeds pcople like Wilson
and Terpil. In fact, he said,

within the past year, the CIA
ha< approached some arms
Jealems and encouraged them
ro racilitate arms deals for
Latin American fighters, as
well as guernillas warning
nt the Soviet-backed re-
re in Afghanistan, N

aabiliey”™ In dealing with
Terre and Wiison, solthers of

sonree stresed. “Thevive (L
made i slear o them that the
ageney witl do everything it
can to asst them in puttiong

ly trying
to disprove a negative. The
danger of responding is that

eventually you have to admit
a posmve. whwh might mean

and :gen!s.

Virtually all of those ques-
tioned agreed that one of the
CIA's and the US govern-
ment’s challenges for the fu-
ture will be the extent to
which it can control its fired
or retired intelligence agents,
Special Forces, and other
highly trained servicemen
from selling their skills on the
open market to encmies of the
United Starex.

Asks Barcella: “How large
is this cadre of individuals
headyuarzered o the United

“The WIA) has complete

re. or men of this ta, ihe i

States, dealing in weaponry,
i expiosives, cte., with toreign
countrivs that are taboo to the
i US yovernmene:”

N e

wnows, hut the
PROSETUIor derind g quess
won and ats atrendant pmfr
e as one o the centrai is-
¢ sues rased by the Waison-Ter-
l pil case. —- SK., B.B.
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ed three more ex-Green Beret o go'to L Ib\-\

Requests for supplies were sent to him in
code. Amony the supplics he proudcd in at
Icast two large shipments were technical train-
ing manuals and military boots. Fort Braag
military officials caretully uulu.;ucd each item
before they were sent to Loomis, who then for-
warded them to Tripoli.

As his involvement in the Libyan atfair be-

gan to wind down, the Green Beret source said
he learned thut Wiltson had been subpoenacd
10 testify in"Washington before a federal grand
jury that was investigating his dealings with
Libya. In Fcbruary 1978, the source reccived
his ‘own subpocna’to testify before the grand
ury.

’ A few days before his appearance, he vis-
ited CIA headquarters in Langlcv. Vnrgmxz. at
his own request, looking for “guidance™ as to
how much he should tell the grand jury.
Ushered into an office in the clandestine oper-

ations section, the source said he was intre
duced 10 an ofticial who told him thut since th
Libyan op\rauun had nuthing to do with tt
CIA, he was free to tell the grand Jjury an
thing he wished. The Green Beret's skcpncm
ram.nncd however.

“I've been lied to by the agency,” th
source said, citing previous pzrzmlluarv stin
he did for the CIA in Southeast Asia and <k
Dominican Republic while in the Speci
Forces. “Everyone who's ever worked for ther
has been. The man told me Libva was not
CIA ion, but that doesn't mean he w:

100% Natura.l Butter Flavor Granules

No preservanves -No a.rt1f1<:1a1 mgreients

3

R’ o

94% fewer calories than
butter or margarine

Cook with Butter Buds and season
with it! The 100% natural buttar
favor of Butter Buds adds a buttery
bounce that brings out the best in
food—without the calories.

Mu oo
DATRAI R reype
= tsoniwith v,
cuo (4 azjot
NOt 1ap walar,

Pour Butter Buds Liquid over Conkeq ver:=tadies -
POLAIOAS, Jrren Daans, COMN-ON-Ie-CSB:. LSk, nOn:'se, 1ce

‘ ’-w——-m—f—‘———\- L

-~

‘;t:—‘-‘-w

mpoﬂant it lowering blood
levels is a d

99% less cholesterol than .
butter ¢ 99% fat free

Dietary studies show that most

the consumpticn of saturated fats.
Butter and many margarines have
S~ \_ ahign 'evel of saturated fats.

..:mqnﬁfaiﬂﬁm "‘:""s--‘-\- J:Am?
-t‘"t’-#»zfu s.-.._.m.- s aoe wra aie W

Costs much less than
butter

One fourounce box of Butter Buds
(8 packets) equais the flavor of two
in pounds of butter, but costs less.

Butter Buds is the essencs of butter
without the calories, cholesterol
or cost of buttec

T

\\’%

lgf-»—w

MAIL IN OFFER:

1 Butter Buds is 1ot availabie in your area. send $1.50 tr Butter Bude, Box M, 80 Flushing Ave.,
MNV nuhvmmm-u:ummmo-n-—nbam

cx iy

-~ 7" STORECOUPON

0y
Metlleg D-utter
tiavor

~8 baked

and pancakes, of Mix in Casseroles. sauces. Gravies.

44

Recipes InCluded in every box. No refrigersiion meeded until
reconstitulad.

- | 3waysbetterthan

Save Calories.
Cholesterol, Cash!

P
telling me the truth. Being lied to is par for th
course.

“I'm only 1 " he concluded, bt
I believe Ed Wilson was turned loose to get
handle on Libya. He was allowed to establish
very profitable pnuu enterprise with a co-a
le;_tancc to the CIA. ... We were rhe low-pai

We were expend

Terpil and Wilsor: are the targets of ir

wraational marhunt. Terpil is belicve
1o be hiding in either Libva or >\r|.n fwhich ¢
not have extradition treaties with the Unite
States), though there. has been no confirmatio
on his exact whereabouts. Wilson, on the othe
‘hand, was spotted and briefly detained last Av
gust in Malwa, where he owns a villa.

According to Assistant US Attorney E
Lawrence Barcella, the American Consulate i
Malta was notified by local police and tol:
that a meeting would ‘be set up shortly to ar
range deportation of Wilson to the Unite.
States.

However, at a hearing on August 28.ape
lice mspzcwr informed the court magistrat
that Wilson had been released from jail th
night before and plated on 3 commercial fligh
to London. Alth auth ha
taken Wilson's pnssport from him, by the tim
he stepped off the plane around midnighe 2
London's Heathrow Airport, he had anothe
one to get through customs. The British Immi
gration office was not notified by the Maltes
auhorities of "Vilssn's arrival until a shor
time later. By that time he was gone. \Whe:
The Globe contacted Wilson last month b
phone in leya, he was living in a villa besid
a beach hotel in Tripoli.

Barcella is tight-lipped about the slipup it
Malra. “We've never gotten a satisfactory ex
plananon from Malta about what happened,’
he said recently. “l don’t know |fwe 1l ever
another chance at him like that.” t‘

Fedml prosecutors say that today bot

Today's selution
[ERRE L

AGEE! ISIAIN

w

I\I'
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step on to do it . .. But there’s still 2

question in my mind as to the role of
the CIA. No one’s ever answered that
question. How do you check out somes
thing like that? Even if you ask the
right people, y:)u're going 1o get the
wrong answer.

oon after the bomb construction

program was under way, Wilson

and Terpil began recruiting
Amcricans to train Libyan commandos
in military tactics, including how to
use the bombs.

According to the federal reports,
on the evening of July 21, 1977, Luke
F. Thompson, a Green Beret master
sergeant” at Fort Bragg, received 3
phone aall in his Fayetteville, North
Carolina, home from a2 man.identify-
ing himself as Pat Loomis.

Loomis and another man. it wrns !
! \Vashington attorney who, he ex-

out. had teen frred from the CIA by
agency director Stanstield Turner less

than three months before for aileg=diy
—W
ALl k]
Then he started
peeling off hundred-
N 3
.dollar bills anc
handing them cut
. 17
like green starmzs.
W
assisting Wilson in buying expiosive
devices bound for Libya, cevices thaz
could only legally be purchasea 5y 3¢
US government.

In a telephone interview with The
Globe recently, Loomis, who now lives
in Ireland, conceded that he was siill
drawing the final weeks of ais CIA
terminaticn pay when l.: called
Thompson in Fayerteville. But in ap
proaching Thompson, he said. be was
acting on Wilson’s behaif not the
agency’s.

Thompson later told federal au-
thorities that Loomis asked him if be
would be available to recruit and head
a four-man team to underzake an as-
signment_overseas for which Special
Forces skills would be required. Loo-
mis said that details of the assignment
would have to be discussed outside the
United States, because to do so in this
country might be illegal. Thompson
agreed to consider the proposal.

The following day. Thompson
called Loomis to say that he and 2
group of four cx-Green Berets he had
previousiv wried with would be aval-
able. Loomis asked to meet Thompson
and his team at 1h§ Favetzeville Shera-

ton Hotel. -

Betore this meeting. one of the re-
cruity. nersous that Lovnus mizght be

wrong with it,” said the Green Beret,
who agreed to an interview recently
on the condition that his name not be
revealed. “They said it was legal and
aboveboard and to go ahead and pur-
suc it. [ assumed that they meant 1 was
going to do a job for the {c1al 1laid
out the story to a colonel, and he said
to me, ‘You're working for the agen-
cy.’ So when 1 went to Libya, as far as
1'was concerned, 1 was working for the
US government.”

To participate in the project, the
Green Beret asked for and was imme-
diatly granted 2 thirty-day leave by his
superiors.

The group assembled at the Fay-
etteville Sheraton, and Loomis led
them up to his room. Turning on the
television at maximum volume to
thwart any listening devices, Loomis
introduced Kenneth E. Conklin, 2

plained, was alony to answer any fegal
questions that might arise. Loomis and
Conklin loosened apthe grovp a bic by
mentioning that they, too, had served
in the Special Forces.

Recalls the Green Berer source:
“Loomis began by saying: ‘My name
is Pat Loomis and I'm with the CIA.
T've just come out of deep cover in the
aircrafk industry in Indonesia. 1 don’t

i know any of you people. Onc man )
! here [ Thompson] has been thoroughly

investigated. I don't know the rest of
vou and | don't want to know you.’
Then, looking at Thompson, he said,
‘If you fall tlat on your face, it will be
your fault because you picked your
own team.” .

Loomis told the men they would
be pmd 54509 a month plus 2 $15,000
bonus at the end of the year. He would
provide no fur her details of :he mis-
sion, insisting that that information
would have to be given outside the
country.

““Then he started peeling off hun- .

dred-dollar bills and handing them out
like green samps. . . . [t was supposed
to be our expease money. Some of the
uys had come in from out of state,
but the money more than covered ex-
ses”

A few days later the group went t0
Washington, where 2 woman, who
turned out to be Loomis® wife, took

“them to apply for aew passports.

which would have no record of prior
travel. She had them identify their oc-
cupation as “consultants” and sign an
aftidavit authorizing her to pick up
the passports. Within a few hours she
returned to the Quality Inn with the
passports. Inside each one was 31000
In cash but no visas, accurding to the
source.

It was not until the following
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an a2ent PrOvOCIeus Lng on behalt | mormind. ""'h"“ Pat AI‘""m‘“ hanicd
of a hmule ‘urciga power, intormed | them their plane  tickets,  that the
mabitary intellizence officiais at Fort | Green Beeers iearned they were bound
Bragy of the overture. - for Tripoli. via Zurich. Lovmis said
I was told they had checked the they would have no trouble spotung
opcration out and there was nothing Continued on page 40
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